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ABSTRACT 

 

Effet utile as a general principle of EU law is always “bound” on the dilemmas of the effective enforcement of 

EU law, more particularly, on the dilemmas of the judicial protection of EU-based rights through national and 

also EU remedies. This article is centred on three topics... 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Effet utile or the principle of effectiveness requires the effective protection of EU rights and the effective 

enforcement of EU law in national courts.
1
 Thus in this article effet utile is used in its broadest meaning and 

above all in the context of the national judicial practice. Therefore, the “initial narrow definition” of the 

requirement of effectiveness that national rules must not render the exercise of Union rights virtually impossible 

or excessively difficult,
2
 is mentioned merely as a starting point in a much broader discussion regarding national 

judicial practice while enforcing Union rights... 

 

2. SUBTITLE 

 

There are two main means by which private parties can enforce EU norms, that is centrally and decentrally.
3
 

Centralised enforcement refers to the ability of private parties to bring an action before the EU’s own courts (the 

Court of Justice and General Court).
4
 This was the primary method of enforcement envisaged by the Treaty of 

Rome,
5
 however... 

 

3. SUBTITLE... 

 

6. CONCLUSION 

 

The title of this article is rather axiomatic. Even though private parties’ EU rights are effectively enforced (also) 

on the decentralised level of EU judicial system, more decisive and self-confident approach of national judges 

while adjudicating on dilemmas of proper enforcement of EU law would doubtlessly improve the current 

situation. The discussion on different aspects of national practice regarding effective judicial enforcement of EU 

law enables us to conclude on private parties’ rather modest referral to the effet utile’s requirement while 

litigating before domestic courts. Moreover... 
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